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Happy New Year! 
I hope everyone had a restful winter 
break. It has been nice to be back at 
school and together again with my 
wonderful class. It’s been fun to 
watch the students as they have 
grown during the first half of 
kindergarten. As we move into the 
second part of the year, our 
expectations will increase, and we 
will be working hard!  
 
Some of our end-of-year goals 
include each student being able to:     
     1. independently read simple 
books (which are full of trick words – 
keep up the work on those!). 
 
     2. naming 40 letters (a variety, 
mixed and repeated) in one minute; 
giving 40 sounds in words in one 
minute; and reading 28 sounds from 
nonsense words in one minute. 
 
     3. writing a short narrative on a 
single topic (trick words help here, 
too!) with a beginning, middle and 
end. 
 
     4. Fluently adding and subtracting 
up to 10; understanding why 10 is 
important. 
 
With these things in mind, please 
make sure you are reading every 
night with your child. Please read the 
books in their homework folders, 
books from home or the library and 
work on mastering trick words.  

 

DIBELS/TRC Testing 
We finished our Middle of Year 
(MOY) DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of 
Basic Early Literacy Skills) and TRC 
(Text Reading Comprehension). 
Remember, we did these 
assessments in August, and this 
second test was to discover any 
growth or deficiencies the students 
have made since then. They are 
both standardized Jeffco tests that 
measure student reading 
progression. There was amazing 
growth, and it’s exciting to see 
their progression on a daily basis. 
Please let me know if you have 
questions about these tests. Reports 
went home earlier this week.  

 

CCU Teacher Candidate 

Joins Us 

A teacher candidate from Colorado 

Christian University will be joining 

our class at the end of January. This 

first-year student is working on 

requirements to learn about how to 

teach. The CCU teacher candidate 

will be working with small groups 

of students and assist with teaching 

to gain real-world experience in our 

classroom.  

-over- 



 

February Conferences 
I will be sending home conference sign-up 
sheets soon. Conference night is 
scheduled for February 15th, but my 
schedule wont’ allow me to meet with 
families that evening. I will be setting up 
before/after school conferences 
throughout that week instead. I do not 
need to meet with all parents. If I do not 
contact you, and you’d like to meet, please 
let me know so I can also get you 
scheduled.  

 
 

Winter Party Thanks 
Thanks again to everyone who 
helped make our winter party a 

success. The kids had a great 
time and had some fun crafts to 

take home and decorate their 
houses with for the holidays! 

 
Looking Ahead … 

Please note these important dates 
for the month of January: 
15 No School – MLK, Jr. Day 
 
 

 
 

 

This month’s curriculum 

 
Math: We are finishing working on 

Teen Numbers and Tens and Ones, 

and will begin work on Partners, 

Problem Drawings and Tens. 

 

Reading: In Guided Reading, I’ll be 

introducing more books on a weekly 

basis as we prepare for our upcoming 

spring testing. Please make sure your 

student is reading from his/her 

homework folder every night, and that 

trick words are being practiced at 

home, as well.  To help focus your 

homework, please work on making sure 

words match the letters the kids are 

reading, blending words together they 

have “tapped out,” and understanding 

what they have read. Using the 5-

finger retell with help with 

comprehension. Look for a sheet in 

the homework folder to explain this 

strategy. 

 

Writing: We’ve started working on 

writing complete sentences with 

proper capitalization and end marks. 

We are working on adding details to 

our writing and keeping the reader’s 

interest. We are also increasing our 

writing stamina.  

 

Social Studies: We are studying 

economics – wants and needs, and 

collective and personal property. 


